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STATE LAWS AND REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO PUBLIC 

HEALTH. 



PENNSYLVANIA. 

Meat and Meat Products— Manufacture, Care,, and Sale. (Act No. 255, May 28, 

1915.) 

Section 1. That the terms "meat" and "meat food products," wherever used in 
this act, shall include the carcasses or parts of carcasses of cattle, sheep, other rumi- 
nants, and swine, and the meat of such animals and the meat food products of such 
animals. 

Sec. 2. The term "unwholesame," as used in this act, shall beunderstood to include 
all meats or meat food products which are diseased, contaminated, putrid, unsound, 
unhealthful, or unfit for food. 

Sec 3. The word "establishment," as vised in this act, shall include (1) any build- 
ing or structure in which slaughtering, butchering, meat canning, meat packing, 
meat manufacturing, or rendering, is carried on; and (2) the ground upon which such 
building or structure is erected, and so much ground adjacent thereto as is used in 
carrying on the business of such establishment; and (3) any place or any vehicle 
where meat or meat food products are prepared, manufactured, stored, sold, offered 
for sale, exposed for sale, or transported by land or by water. 

Sec. 4. The word "equipment," as used in this act, shall include all machinery, 
fixtures, containers, vessels, tools, implements, and apparatus used in and about an 
establishment. 

Sec 5. The word "person" shall include individuals, partnersliips, corporations, 
and associations. Masculine words shall include- the feminine or neuter. The singu- 
lar shall include the plural. 

The word "board" shall mean the "State live-stock sanitary board." 

Sec 6. Every establishment, including all equipment therein or thereon, shall be 
kept in a clean and sanitary condition. 

Sec 7. It is unlawful to feed offal, blood, or slaughterhouse refuse to swine within 
200 feet of an establishment other than a vehicle. 

Sec 8. It is unlawful to manufacture for food, prepare for food, sell, offer for sale, 
expose for sale, or have in one's possession for the purpose of sale any unwholesome 
meat or unwholesome meat food product. 

Sec 9. It is unlawful in an establishment to permit any meat or meat food product 
to be touched or handled by any person other than the owner, lessee, or manager of 
an establishment, or other than the agent or employee of such owner, lessee, or man- 
ager, or to permit any meat or meat food product to be exposed to insects, animals, 
or fowls. 

Sec 10. It is unlawful to sell, offer for sale, or to expose for sale any meat or meat 
food product from swine to which have been fed any carrion. 

Sec 11. The board, in enforcing the provisions of this act, may appoint amployees 
of the United States Department of Agriculture engaged in the examination of ani- 
mals, meats, or meat food products as agents under the provisions of this section, 
who shall receive no compensation as such agents. 
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In addition to the agents provided for above in this section, the board may, in 
enforcing this act, assign any employee of the board to perform duties as agent under 
this act. 

Each employee assigned to serve as agent under this act shall have knowledge of 
the diseases of meat-producing animals and shall be versed in the conditions that 
affect the wholesomeness of animal food products. An appropriate standard of fitness 
for such agents shall be maintained by the board. 

The appointment, qualifications, powers, and duties of each such agent shall bo 
governed by the provisions of this act, and by such rules and regulations for the 
enforcement of this act as may be adopted and promulgated by the board. Each 
such agent may be dismissed at any time by the board. 

Sec. 12. Any duly authorized agent or employee of the board may at any time 
enter any establishment and examine .the same, to ascertain whether the provisions 
of this act are being observed. 

Sec. 13. It is unlawful to hinder, impede, or prevent any duly authorized agent 
or employee of the board from entering any establishment in the performance of his 
duty, or from making any examination duly ordered in enforcing this act. 

Sec. 14. Any agent authorized under this act to examine may, under the rules and 
regulations prescribedby the board, mark, stamp, or otherwise designate any animal 
or meat or meat food product found on examination to be wholesome and fit for food. 

Sec. 15^ If, upon examination of any establishment, any diseased animal, or any 
unwholesome meat, or any unwholesome meat food product is found, such animal or 
meat or product shall be condemned, properly marked or designated, and treated in 
such a way that it can not thereafter be used for food. 

Sec. 16. If, upon examination, it is found that any establishment, or any part of an 
establishment, or any equipment, is in an unclean or insanitary condition, or is being 
conducted or used in such a manner as to make it probable that the meat or meat food 
products therein or produced therein may be rendered unwholesome, or is being con- 
ducted or used in violation of this act, the agent making such examination shall report 
the unlawful condition to the board, and shall at the same time notify, in writing, the 
owner, lessee, or manager of the establishment. 

Upon receipt of 6uch report the board, by its executive officer or otherwise as it 
may direct, shall notify the proper owner, lessee, or manager of the result of the exam- 
ination, and direct that the unlawful condition be remedied within the time specified 
in the notice: Provided, That the time so specified shall be not less than 24 hours, 
unless the unlawful condition mentioned in said notice is of such character and nature 
as, in the opinion of the board, its executive officer, or its agent, can be removed 
immediately. 

If upon the expiration of the time specified in the notice the condition so reported 
to exist shall not have been remedied, the board, by its executive officer, may order 
the establishment closed. It is unlawful to operate an establishment, or any part 
thereof, which has been closed by order of the executive officer of the board until the 
unlawful condition reported to exist has been remedied to the satisfaction of said 
officer of the board. 

The closing of an establishment, or any part thereof, shall not preclude prosecution 
for violation of this act. 

Sec. 17. It is unlawful for any agent of the board, or any special meat hygiene 
agent — 

1. To approve or pass any diseased animal intended to be slaughtered for food, or 
any unwholesome meat, or any unwholesome meat food product. 

2. To fail to condemn and mark, and cause to be rendered unfit for food, any dis- 
eased animal, unwholesome meat, or unwholesome meat food product found on 
examination of an establishment to be unfit for food. 

3. To fail to report as required any violation of this act. 
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4. Directly or indirectly to accept or agree to accept anything of value, monetary 
or otherwise, given or offered to such agent to influence him in the discharge of his 
duties. 

Sec. 18. It is unlawful to give or offer to give, directly or indirectly, to an agent or 
employee of the board, or to a special meat hygiene agent, anything of value, monetary 
or otherwise, with intent to influence such agent or employee in the discharge of his 
duties under the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 19. It is unlawful to make, imitate, duplicate, reproduce, or counterfit any 
stamp, mark, tag, certificate, or emblem used, or authorized by the board to be used, 
for marking or designating animals or meat or meat-food products that have been 
either approved or condemned under the provisions of this act. 

It is unlawful, without specific authority in writing from the board, to use for any 
purpose any such stamp, mark, tag, certificate, or emblem. 

Sec. 20. This act shall be enforced by the board. To that end it may adopt and 
promulgate such rules and regulations as it may deem necessary. So far as practicable 
the regulations of the meat hygiene service of the United States Department of Agri- 
culture shall be included in the rules and regulations of the board. 

Sec 21. Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of this act shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be sentenced to pay a 
fine not exceeding $500 or to undergo an imprisonment not exceeding one year, or 
both. If the violation shall be by a corporation, partnership, or association, the 
directors of such corporation or the members of such partnership or association, its 
agents or employees, with guilty knowledge of the fact, shall also be guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, and on conviction thereof shall be punished as aforesaid. 

The fines imposed as aforesaid shall be for the use of the Commonwealth, shall be 
paid to a duly authorized agent of the board, and shall bo by the board paid into the 
State treasury. 

Sec 22. Any duty imposed upon, or power given to, the board by this act, may be 
dono or exercised as the board may, by standing or special order, direct. 

Sec 23. The act approved the 25th day of May, 1907, entitled "An act to protect 
the public health by providing for the prevention of the preparation and sale of meat 
and food products which are unsound, unhealthful, unwholesome, and otherwise 
unfit for human food ; defining what shall be regarded as meat and meat-food products; 
authorizing the appointment and compensation of local meat inspectors; authorizing 
the State live stock sanitary board to enforce the provisions of this act, to make rules 
and regulations for its enforcement, and to appoint agents to assist in its enforcement ; 
and to provide penalties for the violation or perversion hereof" (pamphlet laws, 234), 
and the act approved the 7th day of May, 1855, entitled "An act to prohibit the sale 
of unwholesome meats" (pamphlet laws, 463), are hereby specifically repealed. 

Section 69 of the act approved the 31st day of March, 1860, entitled "An act to con- 
solidate, revise, and amend the penal laws of this Commonwealth," is hereby repealed 
in so far as it refers to the flesh of any diseased animal or any unwholesome flesh. 

Milk and Cream— Sale of— Penalty for Violation of State Law — Prosecutions. 
(Act No. 337, June 2, 1915.) 

Section 1. That the third section of an act approved the 8th day of June, 1911, 
entitled "An act relating to milk; providing for the protection of the public health, 
and the prevention of fraud and deception, by regulating the sale of milk, skimmed 
milk, and cream; providing penalties for the violation thereof; and providing for the 
enforcement thereof," which reads as follows: 

"Sec. 3. That any person who shall violate any of the provisions of this act shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof, shall be sentenced to pay a 
fine of not less than $25 nor more than $50, or imprisonment for not less than 30 days' 



